recommends cocaine anresthesia. The necessity for early operation is also urged by Cushiug. In his opinion it is possible by a careful blood count to diagnose a pre-perforative stage, and it is in this stage that operation will be most successful. Whilst in uncomplicated enteric fever the number of leucocytes per cubic millimetre is at or below the normal, the advent of an inflammatory complication is signalised by a rise in the leucocyte count. In the circumscribed, slowly-forming peritonitis, after perforation this excess 
